
social enterprise: 
doing good through business
support your community

protect your environment

Gremlins Cycle Centre teaches safe cycling in Oldham

Pupils and staff in Curitiba, Brazil, grow food on a school allotment Emerge Recycling and local pupils tackle waste issues at the City of Manchester Stadium

www.dep.org.uk



En
viro

n
m

en
t C

o
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 Pro

fi
t 

Social enterprise and other third sector 
organisations 

Social enterprises are businesses that tackle social or 
environm

ental issues. They help people by offering cleaner, 
healthier, m

ore sustainable choices. They m
easure their 

success by the im
pact they have on com

m
unities and the 

environm
ent, not just by how

 m
uch m

oney they m
ake.  

A
ny profits are re-invested in the business or com

m
unity.
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The bottom
 line is the driving force of any organisation; it is how

 an organisation 

m
easures its success. W

hichever sector you w
ork for, your em

ployer w
ill be focussed 

on m
eeting and im

proving its bottom
 line. H

ow
ever, not all bottom

 lines are the sam
e!
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 T

h
e
 p

r
iv

a
t
e
 s

e
c
t
o
r
 

includes m
ost com

panies and banks, w
hich have a bottom

 line of m
aking profit for 

their shareholders. Private com
panies are regularly accused of ignoring hum

an rights 

or dam
aging the environm

ent just to m
ake m

ore m
oney.

•
 T

h
e
 p

u
b
lic

 s
e
c
t
o
r

 

includes the governm
ent and local councils and services (such as the N

ational 

H
ealth Service). These organisations have a bottom

 line based around com
m

unity 

needs. They try to ensure everyone in our society receives their basic needs (such as 

healthcare, education and justice).

•
 T

h
e
 t

h
ir
d
 s

e
c
t
o
r 

w
hich includes social enterprises, has three bottom

 lines of profit, com
m

unity and 

environm
ent. This is often called the triple bottom

 line of social enterprise. 

N
o

te: Third sector organisations are traditionally the only em
ployer to m

easure their 

success against the im
pact their w

ork has on the environm
ent. W

ithout the third sector, 

the need for a sustainable environm
ent w

ould not be considered by m
ost em

ployers!
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•
	T

h
e
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h
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d
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e
c
t
o
r

Social enterprises, along w
ith charities 

and cooperatives, form
 part of the 

Third Sector.
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b
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b
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 d
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G
ra
em
e 
M
ar
qu
ez
, o
ne
 o
f 
G
re
m
lin
’s 
or
ig
in
at
or
s,
 s
ay
s 

“W
e 

w
an

t 
to

 s
ee
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or

e 
pe

op
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 c
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lin
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or

e 
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m
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s 
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p’
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w
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ut
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 t
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M
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evelo
p

m
en

t Ed
u

catio
n

 Pro
ject (D

EP) 
aim

s to help people to achieve a m
ore just and sustainable w

orld, in their schools, 
com

m
unities and m

ore w
idely, in w

hich pow
er and resources are m

ore fairly shared by all.  
Em

ail: info@
dep.org.uk W

ebsite: w
w

w
.dep.org.uk

Th
e So

cial En
terp

rise C
o

alitio
n

is the U
K
’s national body for social enterprise.

Em
ail: info@

socialenterprise.org.uk W
ebsite: w

w
w

.socialenterprise.org.uk

Th
e C

o
-o

p
erative C

o
lleg

e 
provides inspirational learning and resources based on co-operative values and principles  
for individuals and their organisations both in the U

K
 and around the w

orld.  
Em

ail: enquiries@
co-op.ac.uk W

ebsite: w
w

w
.co-op.ac.uk

K
rata 

runs com
m

unity engagem
ent projects in schools, com

m
unity groups and w

orkplaces 
encouraging action on sustainability.  
Em

ail: jessica@
krata.co.uk W

ebsite: w
w

w
.krata.co.uk

Em
erg

e recyclin
g

 
is a social enterprise prom

oting the 3Rs of sustainable w
aste m

anagem
ent: Reduce,  

Re-use, Recycle.  
Em

ail: schools@
em

ergem
anchester.co.uk W

ebsite: w
w

w
.em

ergem
anchester.co.uk 

G
rem

lin
s C

ycle C
en

tre 
w
ants to see ‘’M

ore people cycling, m
ore often, m

ore safely’’ and provides com
m
unity  

cycling support including education, training and bicycle recycling to achieve this.  
Em

ail: inbox@
grem

linscc.org W
ebsite: http://grem

linscc.org/

h
o

m
ew

o
rkco

m
p

u
ter

provides recycled com
puters, installed, w

ith tw
elve m

onths of help and support,  
for about half the price of buying a new

 com
puter.

Em
ail: enquiries@

hom
ew

orkcom
puter.co.uk W

ebsite: w
w

w
.hom

ew
orkcom

puter.co.uk

Po
w

-w
o

w
 eco

 arts  
is dedicated to raising aw

areness of environm
ental issues through artistic projects and  

social inclusion.  
Em

ail: pow
_w

ow
ltd@

yahoo.co.uk W
ebsite: w

w
w

.pow
w

ow
-ecoarts.org.uk

Street style su
rg

ery 
prom

otes pride, innovation, creativity and confidence through fashion design.  
Em

ail: sissy.rooney@
gm

ail.com
 W

ebsite: w
w

w
.streetstylesurgery.co.uk

Yap
aram

m
a 

aim
s to em

pow
er and enable personal, social, com

m
unity transform

ation, grow
th  

and developm
ent through positive engagem

ent and participation in the A
rts.  

Em
ail: info@

yaparam
m

a.co.uk W
ebsite: w

w
w

.yaparam
m

a.co.uk

M
a
k
in

g
 lin

k
s
:

S
o
c
ia

l e
n
t
e
r
p
r
is

e
s
:

Sa
m

p
le

s 
fr

o
m

 a
 S

tr
ee

t 
St

yl
e 

Su
rg

er
y 

fa
sh

io
n

 w
o

rk
sh

o
p

A
 c

yc
le

 m
ai

n
te

n
an

ce
 w

o
rk

sh
o

p
 in

 B
ee

ve
r 

Sc
h

o
o

l, 
O

ld
h

am


